
Korean Ports – a problem?
By Mike Dovey

Anyone who has purchased a copy of the “PAQUEBOT CANCELLATIONS OF THE WORLD – AND MORE” published in 2010 or the later DVD version published in 2019 will wonder when they get to the section on South Korea as to why there are so many “U” classifications and rightly so. In 2006 when the book was in its very beginnings certain information came to light with regard to a certain Captain and his rather liberal use of paquebot marks many of which were deemed to be his own and while at the time nothing could be proved it was decided that the only answer was to give the ports a “U” classification until more information was forthcoming. This time is now!

	PORT
	DATE
	NUMBER
	The vessel was the South Korean registered MV SANKO SYMPHONY and while posting in South Korea used Liberian stamps to obtain the cancellations. The list to the left clearly shows that 8 postings were done in 13 days and if we then discount the first posting then it shows that there were 7 postings in 5 days and 3 of them on the same day. If we look at a map of South Korea it is impossible for a ship to sail all around the coast and obtain all of these postings in the time shown.

	
	
	
	

	CHUNG MU
	21.9.1990
	3444
	

	GUN SAN
	17.9.1990
	3201
	

	JIN HAE
	9.9.1990
	3119
	

	MA SAN
	`19.9.1990
	3218
	

	MOG PO
	22.9.1990
	3456
	

	PO HANG
	19.9.1990
	6881
	

	UL SAN
	22.9.1990
	3051
	

	YEO SU
	19.9.1990
	3456
	


Strangely enough on 7 of the 8 covers the paquebot mark has been placed in the exact same place while the ninth is slightly to the left which would indicate that the recipient of the covers must have had something to do with the actual posting of the covers by “helping” the staff in each post office. It is possible that the covers were in fact prepared with the ship’s name,  the paquebot mark, and the label already in place and all the post office did was to add the local postmark to a fully prepared item also it is possible that once the covers were prepared they were sent together with the paquebot datestamp for future use in the post office as in the case of PO HANG where the paquebot mark was added to a Danish vessel 6 months later.
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	Chung Mu dated 21.9.1990
	Gun San dated 17.9.1990
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	Jin Hae dated 9.9.1990
	Ma San dated 19.9.1990
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	Mog Po dated 22.9.1990
	Po Hang dated 19.9.1990
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	Ul San dated 22.9.1990
	Yeo Su dated 19.9.1990


Nine months later and we have a pair of covers, maybe amongst many other postings, posted at two ports on the same day again using Liberian stamps when the ship is registered in South Korea
	[image: image9.jpg]M/V“SANKO SYMPHONY”

S EL e e s e e

Mrs. Jun Sun Hyang
¢/0 Mr. Lee Chang Sung
P. O. Box 15 Busan
600 Rep. of KOREA




	[image: image10.jpg]MN “bﬂmﬂ) S xfIviPh‘.)NY”

i)

Mrs. Jun Sun Hyang

»PAQUEBOT  MAIL» ¢/0 Mr. Lee Chan
5 g Sung
TO; POST MAS TER P. O. Box 15 Busan
660 Rep. of KOREA

THIS MAIL POsn?.D
ON JHE HIGH SEA

"“* e oy

PAQUEBOT






	Seo Dae Sin dated 17.6.1991
	Pusan dated 17.6.1991


Dated the 17.6.1991 these 2 covers were both posted on the same day at Busan and Seo Dae Sin. In the case of the latter the paquebot mark is 3136 which was used previously in Kanagawa in Japan !  The other cover posted in Busan does in fact have a true paquebot mark added (3047) making it the only cover not in doubt.
To muddy the water even further, Seo Dae Sin is a suburb of Busan and so why would a suburb have a Japanese paquebot mark that has never been used at the main Busan Post Office? 
We will leave it to the reader to draw their own conclusions as to what the recipient of the covers (a Captain Lee Chang Sung) has been doing for a number of years but I would love to hear an explanation as to how he could make ships fly maybe at the speed of sound around the coast of South Korea. This is why many of the ports of call with covers done by various ships under his command are now rated as “U” and while Mr Sung did in fact write a book on Korean paquebot marks he conveniently left out all of these ports shown above.
It must be stated that this Captain did in fact post many covers in the beginning to receive bona fida paquebot marks and his many covers done in this way are an advantage to any collection with postings from a number of vessels other than the MV SANKO SYMPHONY. (Other ships include MV GIBRALTAR PANSY, JOVIAN LOTUS, SANKO GERD, SPRING CONDOR, 
