
Rules for letters posted on the High Seas were initial ly drafted at the UPU Congress in

Vienna (1 891 ). However, while the earl iest recorded use of ‘PAQUEBOT’ in the Straits

Settlements was at Penang and Singapore in 1 896, the use of the word ‘PAQUEBOT’ was

official ly adopted during the UPU Congress in Washington (1 897).

A previously popular col lecting

topic with which every

Paquebot cover is a

documentation about a ship

and it’s voyage, it has now

become increasingly less

common due to the rapid

increase in airmail services,

and in recent times due to the

ubiquitous E-mail .

Briefly, the rules are, letters posted on the High Seas bearing the stamps of the country in

which the ship is registered wil l be accepted at the first port of cal l in any country for

onward transmission to another member country of the UPU without further charge. The

stamp(s) should be cancelled with the cancellor of the port and the indicator mark

‘PAQUEBOT’ applied along side. Letters posted on the High Seas are to be handed over to

the postal authorities intermediately on arrival, and they should not be posted in a shore-

side letter box.

INTRODUCTION

PAQUEBOT CANCELLATIONS OF MALAYSIAN PORTS 1 902-2002

Type 1 - Straight l ine Paquebot

Type 2 - Straight l ine Paquebot with horizontal

frames

Type 3 - Straight l ine Paquebot with framed box

Type 4 - Combined Paquebot circular date stamp

with port name

Type 5 - Pictorial ship Paquebot stamp with port

name

Type 6 - Paquebot circular stamp with port name
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King Rama VI Vajiravudh 2stg (1912 issue) x 6

tied by d/r c.d.s. Penang Paquebot "21 JA 1918"

Map of Malaysian Ports with Paquebot Cancellations

Note on scarcity rating from Paquebot Cancellations of the World by Roger Hosking (2000)

X1 - reasonably scarce X2 - rare X3 - very rare
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There are basical ly 6 types of Paquebot

cancellations that was used by Malaysian ports

with additional sub-variance based on period/year

of recorded use:



Cover from Penang to Great Britain with KGVI 1 d x 2 tied by Paquebot cancellation that

was recorded to be in use in Penang between 1 948 - 1 950, and s/r c.d.s. "Penang 7 Jul

49" with ship's mark of T/S British Prince.

Cover from Penang to England with KGVI 1 d tied by Paquebot cancellation that was

recorded to be used in Penang only in the year 1 950, and machine cancellation "Penang

1 7 Oct 50" with ship's mark of S.S. Adrastus of the Blue Funnel fleet.

Penang Paquebot Type 1
X2
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Penang Paquebot Type 1
X1



Penang Paquebot Type 2

Stationary envelope from Nagavell ippoliam, India to Singapore, with QV 1 /2 anna tied by

Penang s/r c.d.s. "JU 7 1 902", and Paquebot cancellation that was recorded to be in use in

Penang between 1 901 - 1 91 5.

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: QV 1 /2 anna postage stamp tied by Penang s/r c.d.s. "JU

7 1 902" x 2, and arrival Singapore d/r c.d.s. "JU 9 1 902".

A post card to Scotland with KEVI I 1 penny tied by Penang s/r c.d.s. "JA 22 1 904" posted

from the Chusan, built in 1 884 as a passenger l iner for P&O Steam Navigation Co. plying

the UK-India-Ceylon and the Far East routes. The Paquebot cancellation was recorded to

be in use in Penang between 1 901 - 1 91 5.
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Penang Paquebot Type 3

The Royal Rotterdam Lloyd's S.S. Ampenan is a Dutch cargo vessel built in 1 950 plying

routes from Europe to Singapore via South America and vice versa. This 1 957 cover to

Chile with Nieuw Guinea Lesser bird-of-paradise 5c, and Nieuw Guinea 1 c tied by a boxed

63mm x 1 4mm Paquebot cancellation that was in use in Penang between 1 957 - 1 959.

A 1 956 post card from S.S. Chusan, built in 1 950 as a ocean liner for P&O Steam

Navigation Co. 's Indian and Far East service, with QEI I 1 1 /2d and 1 /2d tied by a boxed

30mm x 8mm Paquebot cancellation that was in use in Penang between 1 952 - 1 956.

4



Penang Paquebot Type 4

A postcard to England that was posted on board the P&O Liner, the S.S. Rawalpindi, with

KGVI 1 d tied by a Penang d/r c.d.s. Paquebot cancellation "24 MR 38", that was in use in

Penang between 1 91 7 - 1 941 .

The Royal Mail Lines's cruise l iner, R.M.S. Andes was on a 78 day winter cruise when she

visited Penang on 1 4 February 1 968 while on route for Cape Town, South Africa. The QEI I

4d tied by mis-spelt "PACQUEBOT" s/r c.d.s. that was in use in Penang from 1 959 - 1 995.
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Port Swettenham Paquebot Type 1

The S.S. Grelrosa was a cargo ship that pl ied the Straits ports to Hong Kong and owned by

Jebshun Shipping Company. The 1 956 cover with South Africa Gnu 1 d tied by a straight

l ine Paquebot cancellation that was in use at Port Swettenham between 1 947 - 1 963.

The M/S Bronxvil le was a cargo ship that pl ied from South East Asia to the Western US

coast, the Gulf ports, and to Eastern Canada. The 1 970 cover cancelled at Port

Swettenham shows a straight l ine Paquebot that was in use in from 1 968 - 1 970.
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Port Swettenham Paquebot Type 3
X3

A 1 930 cover to Singapore with rare purple boxed 38mm x 1 0mm Paquebot that was in use

between 1 928-1 930, and Port Swettenham/FMS d/r c.d.s. "1 MY 1 930".

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: KGV 1 anna x 2 tied by Port Swettenham/FMS d/r c.d.s.

"1 MY 1 930", and Singapore arrival s/r c.d.s. "2 May 1 930".
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Port Swettenham Paquebot Type 3
X2

A cover to USA with Port Swettenham/FMS d/r c.d.s. "1 9 OC 1 938", and boxed 40mm x

9mm Paquebot cancellation that was recorded to be used only in the year 1 938.



Pelabohan Kelang Paquebot Type 3

Pelabohan Kelang Paquebot Type 1

A 1 987 cover from M/S Selandia cancelled with a boxed 50mm x 1 4mm Paquebot

cancellation that was in use between 1 975 - 1 995.

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: s/r c.d.s. PELABUHAN KELANG/SEL/M "3 JA 87".

A 1 974 cover from "Benvannoch" with QEI I 2 1 /2p x 2 and 1 /2p tied by a straight l ine

Paquebot cancellation that was in use at Pelabohan Kelang between 1 974 - 1 975.
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Pelabohan Kelang Paquebot Type 1

A cover posted from M.S. Frankfurt Express, the world's largest container vessel in the

1 980's, cancelled by Pelabuhan Kelang s/r c.d.s. "21 JUN82" and tied with straight l ine

Paquebot that was in use between 1 975 - 1 985.

A 1 979 cover from the cruise ship M.S. Europa to Germany cancelled by straight l ine

Paquebot that was in use in between 1 978 - 1 980, s/r c.d.s. "26MAC79" and ship mark.
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Port Klang Paquebot Type 6

Port Klang Paquebot Type 5

A 2002 cover from M.V. Nordfalcon cancelled by Port Klang pictorial "PAQUE BOT" that

was in use between 1 999 - 2002, and Bukit Raja s/r c.d.s. "4JUL2002".

A 2001 cover from M/T Stolt Pride cancelled by Port Klang circular port name Paquebot

that was in use between 2002 - 2005 and Pelabohan Kelang s/r c.d.s. "1 6AUG2001 ".

1 0



Dungun Paquebot Type 3
X2

A cover posted from a U.S. vessel, M.V. Brightstar on 1 2 Apri l 1 952, cancelled at Dungun

s/r c.d.s. "21 APR52", and with a boxed 42mm x 1 2mm Paquebot cancellation that was

recorded to be used only once and not recorded since. The M.V. Brightstar was initial ly

commissioned as the "Idaho" in 1 941 , and served the US Navy during World War 2 as a

convoy supply ship. After the war she was used as a cargo ship transporting iron ore.

In the 1 950's iron ore was mined in a place called Bukit Besi, and transported by rail to

Kuala Dungun that served as the port where the ore was transfered onto ships at the Sura

Gate Jetty, and exported mainly to Japan. The mine was then owned by the Eastern Mining

and Metal Company, and was in operation unti l 1 970.
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Labuan Paquebot Type 1 & 4
X1

Labuan Paquebot Type 2
X1

A cover cancelled at Labuan with s/r c.d.s. Paquebot cancellation "1 2JA70" in use between

1 960 - 1 981 and a straight l ine Paquebot cancellation in use between 1 954 - 1 970. Both

Blue Sea Line vessels pl ied the routes from the East Coast of USA to South East Asia.

A 1 954 cover from SS Katong, with KGVI 4c x 2 tied by Paquebot cancellation that was in

use in Labuan between 1 954 - 1 970. The Katong was a freighter that pl ied the routes from

North Borneo and Sarawak to Singapore and vice versa.

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: d/r c.d.s. LABUAN/NORTH BORNEO "9 DEC 54".
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Sandakan Paquebot Type 4
X1

Sandakan Paquebot Type 1
X2

The "Eastern" was a cargo liner of the Eastern & Austral ian Mail Steamship Company that

serviced Austral ia, South East Asia, and the Far East. The 1 952 cover with Austral ian

stamps tied by Paquebot cancellation that was in use in Sandakan between 1 952 - 1 956.

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: d/r c.d.s. SANDAKAN/NORTH BORNEO "28 OCT 52".

1 3

A 1 965 cover from S.S. Hang Sang with s/r c.d.s. Paquebot cancellation "1 8MY65" that

was in use in Sandakan between 1 959 - 1 989.



Cover posted from KPM's M.S. Sinabang to USA with Nederland 1 c and 4c tied by

Paquebot cancellation that was used in Jesselton between 1 954 - 1 956.

POSTAL MARKING REVERSE: s/r c.d.s. JESSELTON/NORTH BORNEO "24 AP 56".

1 4

A cover posted from M/S Temeraire, with s/r c.d.s. Kota Kinabalu (previously Jesselton)

Paquebot cancellation "30AP75" that was in use in Kota Kinabalu between 1 970 - 1 977.

Kota Kinabalu Paquebot Type 4

Jesselton Paquebot Type 1
X2



Tawau Paquebot Type 1
X2

Tawau Paquebot Type 4
X1

A cover posted from the vessel "Eastern" that pl ied the routes between Austral ia, South

East Asia and the Far East with QEI I 1 /2d x 2 and 1 d tied by s/r c.d.s. Tawau Paquebot

cancellation that was in use between 1 960 - 1 981 .

A 1 955 cover from KPM's MS Sigl i that pl ied the routes between Borneo, the South Pacific

and Austral ia, bearing Ausral ian stamps tied by a straight l ine Paquebot that was in use in

Tawau between 1 954 - 1 955.
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A 1 940 "PASSED BY CENSOR" cover to Singapore with CVB 3c x 2 and 2c tied by s/r

c.d.s. Kuching Paquebot cancellation that was in use in Kuching between 1 936 - 1 947.

Letters posted on board steamships belong to either the Sarawak Steamship Co. or Straits

Steamship Co. which plied the coastal waters of Sarawak and onward to Singapore.

Kuching Paquebot Type 2

Kuching Paquebot Type 4
X1

1 6

A 1 949 cover with CVB 8c tied by Kuching Paquebot with distorted "double fish tai l"

horizontal frames that was in use in Kuching between 1 948 - 1 960.




