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Pola (now Pula) is located at the southern tip of Istria in Croatia in the northern 
Adriatic Sea. During the Austro-Hungarian Empire, it developed into the main 
military port of Austria-Hungary before World War I. 
The Egyptian postcard shown below bears the two-circle postmark of Pola with 
the date 9.4.01. and a Paquebot postmark measuring 45.5 mm in length and 6 
mm in height. 
Although this card is now about 125 years old, neither Studd, Joesten, Drechsel, 
Hosking nor Dovey have ever reported a Paquebot mark from Pola in their 
catalogs. 
Presumably because no Paquebot stamp was ever used for postal purposes in 
Pola. If this stamp had been used in a port as large as Pola was at the time, 
there would have to be quite a few items of mail that had survived this long 
period of time. 
The next largest port nearby was Fiume, and from there, several items with 
Paquebot stamps from this period are known and have been classified and 
cataloged philatelically. 
It is also striking that the stamp shown below has a rather modern design that 
is contemporary with today's standards, which suggests that it was not 
designed 125 years ago, when glyphs were still more commonly written in 
small capitals, serifs, and cursive. 
 
It can therefore be assumed that this stamp is a forgery, intended to give the 
card the special characteristics of a ship's mail receipt 
and thus increase its value. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
The front of the card features text in Czech; the card is addressed to Prague. 
The senders are listed as two military personnel belonging to the torpedo 
crews of the ships S.M.S. “LEOPARD” and S.M.S. “KRONPRINZ RUDOLF.” 
 
If any of the readers of these lines have any additional or helpful thoughts or 
comments on the card shown, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
 
                                               P. Schulz            in January 2026 


